Ezra Pound

Canto XLV
With Usura

With usura hath no man a house of good stone
each block cut smooth and well fitting

that design might cover their face,

with usura

hath no man a painted paradise on his church wall
harpes et luz

or where virgin receiveth message

and halo projects from incision,

with usura

seeth no man Gonzaga his heirs and his concubines
no picture is made to endure nor to live with

but it is made to sell and sell quickly

with usura, sin against nature,

is thy bread ever more of stale rags

is thy bread dry as paper,

with no mountain wheat, no strong flour

with usura the line grows thick

with usura is no clear demarcation

and no man can find site for his dwelling.
Stonecutter is kept from his stone

weaver is kept from his loom



WITH USURA

wool comes not to market

sheep bringeth no gain with usura

Usura is a murrain, usura

blunteth the needle in the maid’s hand

and stoppeth the spinner’s cunning. Pietro Lombardo

came not by usura

Duccio came not by usura

nor Pier della Francesca; Zuan Bellin” not by usura

nor was ‘La Calunnia’ painted.

Came not by usura Angelico; came not Ambrogio Praedis,

Came no church of cut stone signed: Adamo me fecit.

Not by usura St. Trophime

Not by usura Saint Hilaire,

Usura rusteth the chisel

It rusteth the craft and the craftsman

It gnaweth the thread in the loom

None learneth to weave gold in her pattern;

Azure hath a canker by usura; cramoisi is unbroidered

Emerald findeth no Memling

Usura slayeth the child in the womb

It stayeth the young man’s courting

It hath brought palsey to bed, lyeth

between the young bride and her bridegroom
CONTRA NATURAM

They have brought whores for Eleusis

Corpses are set to banquet

at behest of usura.
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[ Ztov LK
Aopa XLV
Mé 1oV toxo
M¢é tov toro dév xTiCels omitt ué yeon métoa
OWOTA TEAEKNHEVT TTETOA KL AQUOOUEVT)
o€ ox £ 0TV TEOCOYT KAAQ,
HE TOV TOKO OV €Xelg Cwyoadlopévo otov vad oov
TOV MTAQAdELOO
harpes et luz
oUTe TG TaEOEvou TOV evayyeALloUO
HE OKAALOTO TO PwTOOTEPAVO,
He TV TOK0
0év PAémelc Tov Gonzaga Hé Tovg dlxdOXOUG
Kal TG TaAAakideg Tov
ol CwypadtLéc dév dpridyvovTal Yk va petvouy
ovTe pall Toug Y va Celg
H& Y& v& tovAnBovy, kL apéows EeTTOLALOLVTAL
HE TOV TOKO, evAavTIa 0] PLOT apaQTia,
TO Pl OOV TAVTH UTTAYLATIKA KOUHATLX
Popl oav 16 oteyvo XapTovy,
dlX WG OLITAQL 0QELVO, XWOIS OKANEO AdAgvEL
HE TOV TOKO dev elval T Aemtn 1) TveAlk
Hé Tov toxo HoAwvouv td 0pdon A
TOTI0 dev PBOLOKELS Yk dkO OOV OTtiTL
Trv métoa malgvel amo Tov Aatopo
TOV AQYAAELO ATU TNV VPAVTOX
ME TON TOKO
dév Gpépvouv 1O HaAAL otV Ayop&
& MEOPBATa 0V PEQVOLV KEQDOG UE TOV TOKO.
Etvat mavovkAa 6 tOkog
OTOHWVEL O TOKOG TO BeAOVL OTO X£€0QL TNG KLOAS
Kol OTAHATA TOL AdQAXTIOL TOUS YUEOLG. Pietro Lombardo
dév dpépvel 0 TOKOg
Duccio dév ¢pégvet 0 toxog
ovte Pier della Francesca-
Zuan Bellin dév &xet pe tov tOK0

ovUte Cwypadlot] 1) “La Calunnia”.
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Aév pépvel 0 torkog Angelico- 0év pépvet Ambrogio Praedis,
Oév Ppépvel vad Ué étoa eAexnTy, kL toyeadn): Adamo me fecit.
OUre St. Trophime pé tév tdko
oUte Saint Hilaire pé tév toxo,
okovELALeL O TOKOG TO KaAéuL
OKOVQLALEL T €QYQ TV XEQLWV KAL TOV TEXVITN
apmAleL TO VIUa TOL AQYAAELOD
Kavelg 0év E€QeL TO vijpa TO XOLOO VA& TO KeVTa:
OaQAKL TAVEL TO ATAALL pE TOV TOKO: pével ArkévTnTo To koepell
Oév Poiokel Memling t6 opaaydl
0 T0K0G oPAaleL péoa OTr) U1 TEa TO Tottdt
TIAYWVEL TOL VEOL TO KOQTAQLOMA
duwyvet tov 'Epwta drt’ 16 koefpartt
Kal méEPTel avtdg avapeoa ot VoPoLAa kat oV voudio tng
CONTRA NATURAM
Dépave mopveg Yk v EAevoiva
Ynoav toartéCla, oepPBloovy mTwpato

Kat' évtoAnv Ttov tokov.

[ Kovpaouag, Avy. /| ABnva, Aek. 2018 |

LnUelwoeLg
With Usura / M€ tov tox0

Ynuetwon tov momtn) : Usura: EmBAouvor) Yk Trv XoNon &YOQAOTIKTG loXVOG, ETTL-
BaAAopevn adapoowVvTag Yid TV QA ywYr): OLXVA AdxPoQwvTag ik tic duvatotn-
teg magaywyne. (EE o0 1 anotvxia g Toamelag twv Medikkwv) [pudo X. T'ovdnc]

Metapoaouévo ano tov I'. MmAdva, tov X. I'ovdn, tov HA. Kvlnodko, k. &., pé &mo-
d00T1) TOU TITAOL K.ATL. « Mé tr)v TokoyAvdia ». Nopllw 6Tt owotr] etvat 1] &dmodoon « Mé
OV TOKO », YTl uzura onuaivel tOkog / TokopOg, YEVIKWG, KAl OXL, OTWS HeTEMETE, HO-
VO 16 UmePoAkd / mapavopo Emrtdkio (adiknua tokoyAvpiac). Tov TokloHo, YeVIKQS,
otrypatiCet 6 ITdovvt katl 0 AQLoTOTéANG, 0TOV OTIOLOV, AATIVIOTL, QNTWS TAQATIEUTIEL O
momnTng, kal 6 0motog xapaktneilet 1oV tOko we tapa ¢pvawv (contra naturam): PA. onu.
Awxdpogetikd, Od Empeme 1) dAmodoon « Mé v tokoyAvdia » vd ovuvodevetal amod TV
EmeENynor 0t APoEa TOV TOKO, YEVIKWG, HE TNV E€TOLUOAOYNHEVT), doXala onuola Tg
ToKoyAvdiac: TV EyYXaea&n tov Tooov ToL TOKOL 0T oavida g «tdmelac» (toare-
Clov) tov TokoyAvpov. Kai mov va Eépave, ot TTaovvt, AQLOTOTEANG, K.&., Kl T& peTE-

TEELTA TTAQA YWY, OTtwG Kal v, dpeon kat éupeot), £€kdooT XOTHATOS ATO T& TMOTWTL-
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K& «douuata (sic! ) -vat!, dév etvat kepdookomikég émuxeonoes. H ovyxoovn Beolo-
via dév etvar moArtikr) (Carl Scmitt, IT. KovdvAng, k. &.), aAAa xonuatomiotwtikn !
harpes et luz | dpmec xai Aaovta : and 16 moinua Testament tov Frangois Villon (TaAAix,
1431 - 1463), tov, kata Arthur Rimbaud, yevaoxn t@v «kataQapévwy moumtav».

Gonzaga his heirs and his concubines | Gonzaga pié tov¢ dtad0xove kai Tic maAdakidec Tov :
AQLoTovQynuatikt vonoyoadia tov Antrea Mantegna (1431 - 1506). O Gonzaga,
Doaykiokog 0 B' (1466 - 1519), yuids tob pagknoiov g Mavtova Federico I Gonzaga,
TV KOVTOTLEQOG, HAOKNO10G, Tté0ave Ao olPpvAn ov KOAANOE Ao mogves. H Mav-
Tova, Kata v Pacideia tov pé v ovluyd tov, Isabella d’Este, ot kvBepvovoe dtav
éketvog amovoiale, éywve omovdaia £0Tia MTOATIOHOV KAl TQOTEAKVOE KAAALTEXVEG
Omtwg 0 Antrea Mantegna xat 6 Jacopo Bonacolsi, kat 1) LxoAn tn¢ Mdvtova éywve mpotvu-
10 DAoAoyud Kévrpo.

the line grows thick | 6év eivaun Tua Aemtn 1) mveAid (Tod Cwyadov), 1) maxaiver 1 Eyy-
padn (1 éyxaoa&n tov Mooov ToL TOKOL 0T oavida TG «TEATECAS» TOD TOKOYAVDOUL) ;

Pietro Lombardo : TtaAdg agxitéktwv kal YAUTng (1435 - 1515), dnpoveydc tov tadov
oL Advtn ot PaBévva.

Duccio : Duccio di Buoninsegna, itaAog Cwyoadog (1278 ; - 1319 ;), 1) mown peyaAn
npocwmikOtTNTa TS TtaAopulavtivig Iagaddoews (Kulnodkog), dovoe v axoAn
¢ Liévag kat Oewpeltat £vag Ao ToUG WQEUTEG NG «DUTIKNG TEXVIC».

Pier della Francesca: TtaAdg Cwyoddog amo tv Ovupoia (1420 - 1492).

Zuan Bellin’: Giovanni Bellini, itaAdc Cowyoadog amnd v Bevetia (1430 ; - 1516), Oew-
peLTal ELTNG TNG PeveToldvikng oXoANG Cwyoadiknc.

‘La Calunnia’: La Calunnia di Apelle (H Zvkodavtia o0 AmeAAn), mivakag tov San-
dro Botticelli (1445 - 1510), 6 6Totog dvtAnoe 16 Bépa amod TOV donpo, AAAG xapévo,
Tivoaka ToL EAAN VA KAAALTEX VT TG EAANVIOTIKNG TTEQLOdOL ATteAAT), OV TteQLyddet O
Aovklavog ot moaypatela tov [epl tov un padiwc miotevew dtafoAny. O AmeAAng
eixe prAotexvnoet OV ivaka Yk va é€eucovioel v OANN kal v 0py1) Tov, bty
AdKWS TOV KATNYOENOE O AVIAYWVLOTHG TOU, AVTIPLAOG, YIX CUUHETOXN OTI] CUVWLLO-
ol kata tov [TtoAepaiov A’ Xwtnog. Ltov dud tov ntivaxa, 6 Botticelli, dixtrionoe 16
OKNVIKO OTIOLHO TWV HOQPWV OVUPWVA HLE TNV TeQLYEadT) TOU AovKLAVOD, AAAK dnpL-
oVEYNOE Evav TEQLTEXVO AQXLTEKTOVIKO POVTO.

Angelico : Fra Giovanni da Fiesole, Yyvwotdg wg Fra Angelico (1387- 1455), itaAdg doptt-
VIKAVOG HovaX0g kal Cwypddog the LX0oANS tng PAwevtiag katd TV mowipn Ava-
Yévvnon.

Ambrogio Praedis : Giovanni Ambrogio de Predis (1455 - 1508), itaAdg mooowmoyeadog,
EIKOVOYQADOG KELUEVWYV, OXEDAOTTNG VOULOUATWV KAL HVIXTOLRLOTAG ATtO TO MIAdvo.

Adamo me fecit | Adamo énoiet pe : 'O Georgio Adaminus (120g at.) N)tav itaAdg aQxLTé-

Ktovag kal YAUTnG. Avadopa otjv Koot tov San Zeno, ot Bepdva, mov Bavpale 6
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oM TG, KAt o€ Eva KLIovOKQavo TG, Hé OKAALoTY), 0€ EEAYQAUUT dLATALN AVTEOTOAE-
VOU TOLYWVOU, TV €mryeadr] « ADAMINUS / DESCO / GEORG / I0. ME / FECI / T » € TV
Vhépmovoa onuacia, OTL TEOKELTAL YL LEQO TOAYHA Tov émoiet O PLBAkOC Adam]...].
ITopA. H. Kenner.

St. Trophime ... Saint Hilaire : [legitexva otkodounuata, 1) unteomoAn tov Ayiov Too-
dipov oty ApA, kat 16 Movaotriot tov Ayiov IAagiwvog (1dovBnke moiv TV 60V al.)
oto [Tovarie.

Azure [ &tAGCL : yoaAioteo (oatév) akAned dbaoua and kabaod petaél (N avaka-
TWUEVO HE HOAAL kal Avd), cuvnBws YaAdlto.

Memling : Hans Memling (1433 ; Teopavia - 1494 BéAy10), CwyQdadog TG mMOWLUNG
bAa-pavdkne Cwyoadkns. Zwyoadilet AQLOTOLQYNHATIKA T DPATHATA KAL T
KOOUNHA-TA, XAQAKTNQLOTIKO OTOLXELO TNG PAAUAVOLKTIG LXOANG.

CONTRA NATURAM : Aatwvikn} anodoomn to0 apa Gpvoty oté IToArtika (1258 b5 ¢£.)
oV AQLOTOTéAT), 6 OTI0L0G, AvadeQOLEVOS 0TIV dapO0EA TNG £VVOLIAG TOV «TOKOL» WG
¢ PLOKNG dadIKATIAC YeVVIOEWS, AVvTIAEYeL OTL « EDAoywTata poettat 1) ofoAo-
OTaTIKT) Ol TO AT AVTOL TOL VOUIOUATOS elval TNV KoV Katl ovk €’ dTteQ €moplodn),
0 0¢ TOKOG aVTO motel Aéov (60ev Kal Tov’ voua tovT eiAndev Gpota Y& T Tiktopeva
TOIG YEVVQOLYV AUTA €07TLV, 0 O€ TOKOG YIVETAL VOULOUA €K VOUIOUATOG) O0TE KAl UAAL-
ota maRd Yo OVTWS TWV XONHUATIOTWV €0Tiv » [ EDAoywtata poeitat 6 toktopog,
Yt KataokevALel ATOKTIUA ATIO TO 1d10 TO VOpLoHa Kot OXL ATtO TO TEAY A IOV
armoktOnke pé 16 vouopa. Kat 6 toxog, moaypaty, avtd kavel, avEAVEL TO VOULOUO
(€€ 00 kal 1] Ovopacia tov, yati 6, yevviétat eivat Gpoto pé 6,tL to yévvnoe, Kai oty
TEQITITWOT) TOV TOKOL TIROKELTAL YIA YEVVIOT VOUIOHATOS ATIO VOULOHA), YU avTd etvat
KAl 1) TEQLOTOTEQO TAQA VOV XONHUATIOTIKY] TOAEN ].

Inuetwon pd Yid TV ouvéx el TOD EAANVIKOD TadevATOC: « OéAel OAa Vi Pu-
TOWVOLV, OHWS, XWEIS V& omelpel kKal v& 0gywoel. AAETOL ExeL TV TTEVVA TOV, XWEADL
TOV TO XAQTL, OTIOQEO TO HEAAVL, BOXT) TOV XQOVO OV TOL ALEAVEL XWOLS V& yiveTat Av-
TANTITO, TV ETKAQTILX TV XONHATWY, KAl deTtdvL elvat 1] drtaltnor| tov. AA@VL Tov
elvat 1o oTtitt, 0rov AtaviCet Tig tegovoieg twv OAPopévwv. OAa td BAémer odv dikd
tov. Ebxetat va éxovv ol avOpwmot avdykeg katl ovpudoEg Yk va avarykalovtal va
KataPevyovv 0¢ avtov. Mioel 0TOLovG AQKOLVTAL OTA £L0OdTUATA TOVG, Kat doovg dév
darvellovtat tovg Oewpel €x0povgs. ITapaduvAdel pé tic wpeg otd ducaotrot Yk va Poel
TIOLOV TILECOVV OL dAVELOTEC TOL Kl AKOAOLOEL TOVG €lOTIOAKTOQES TV POQWV, OTIWS Ol
YUTtEG TOVG 0TEATOVG 0TOV TOAeH0 ». I'onyoprtog Nvoong, Kata toxilovtwv kai davet-
oTwv.

banquet [ tpaméCia : ban[k]quet / toamél[ec]ia.



